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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 14th December 2015 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, T R 

Huggins, J A Parker, R A Payne, P S Potts, J C Price, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

County Councillor M R Tew 
 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs J E Tavener and G C 

M Willis and District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

 

134/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone who had attended the extremely well supported 

Christmas lighting switch-on in the village on 28th November which had featured in 

articles in both the Ramsey and Warboys Reporter and Informer. 

 

The Chairman also thanked Members for their support for the Parish Council over the 

past year and she wished everyone a happy Christmas and health and happiness in the 

New Year. 

 

 

135/15 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Potts, the Minutes 

of the meeting held on 9th November 2015 were approved as a correct record and signed 

by the Chairman 

 

 

136/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of an application from Councillor Dr Withams for a 

dispensation to speak and vote on the setting of the budget and Council Tax precept and 

pointed out that a similar dispensation had been granted to all Members previously. 

 

All of the remaining Members had previously declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in 

the setting of the Council’s budget and Council Tax precept (Minute No. 152/15) but had 

been granted a dispensation to speak and vote in such matters. 
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Councillor Mrs Harlock declared a disposable pecuniary interest in Minute No. 149/15 

(County Farms Estate) as both her son and daughter were tenants of the estate and applied 

for a dispensation to speak but not vote on the matter as she felt that, as a former tenant 

herself, she could contribute valuable information to the discussion.   

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that a dispensation be granted to Councillor Dr Withams to speak and vote 

on the budget and Council Tax precept until May 2016; and 

 

(b) that a dispensation be granted to Councillor Mrs Harlock to speak but not 

vote on the item relating to the County Farms Estate. 

 

 

137/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 9th 

November 2015:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(a), the Clerk reported that the Department for 

Communities and Local Government had yet to confirm the byelaws submitted 

for Jubilee Park and that he would enquire when the Council could expect to 

receive their consent. 

 

(b) Gritting of Puddock Hill 

 

Arising from Minute No. 117/15(b), the Clerk informed Members that an 

agreement had been supplied by the County Council to reflect the Parish 

Council’s decision to meet the cost involved in gritting Puddock Hill during 

winter weather conditions which he had signed and returned on behalf of the 

Parish Council.  

 

(c)  Damage to Parish Centre 

 

 Further to Minute Nos. 117/15(d) and (j), the Clerk reported that no further 

information had been received from the Police with regard to the two recent 

incidents of break-ins to storage sheds at the Parish Centre. 

 

(d) Damage to Play Equipment – Adams Lyons Playground 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(e), the Clerk reported that a replacement for the 

nest swing that had been vandalised at Adams Lyons playground had now been 

delivered and would be fitted in the near future. 

 

(e) Notice Boards 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(f), the Clerk reported that he had met 

representatives of the Warboys Community Primary School in Humberdale Way 

to determine a suitable site for the relocation of the notice board outside the 
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school premises in Humberdale Way.  A new location had been agreed adjacent to 

the footway edge and Members raised no objection to a request by the School to 

retain the old notice board for their own use as this would otherwise have had to 

be disposed of by the Council. 

 

The Clerk advised that the notice boards had been delivered and would be fitted 

by the Handymen in the New Year.  

 

(f) Purchase of Seat by Warboys 55 Plus 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(g), the Clerk reported that he had met a 

representative of the 55 Plus club at the cemetery to agree upon the siting of the 

commemorative seat to be funded by the club.  Members were informed that an 

order had been placed and that the club had already reimbursed the Council with 

the cost to be incurred.  

 

(g) WEEE Bank 

 

Arising from Minute No. 117/15(i), the Chairman expressed her appreciation to 

Councillor Huggins for removing the WEEE bank so promptly after the last 

meeting and returning it to Reclaimed Appliances. 

 

(h) Parish Planting 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(k), Councillor Parker reported that no one had 

responded to the notices inviting them to ask for a tree to be planted in a publicly 

visible location.  However the District Council’s Tree and Landscape Officer had 

offered a batch of 50 trees that had been accepted by a farmer for planting locally. 

 

Councillor Parker was thanked by the Chairman for his efforts in organising the 

response to the Parish Planting scheme in the current year.  

 

(i) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 117/15(l), the Clerk reported that the remaining lighting 

column had been modified for a Christmas Lighting attachment shortly after the 

previous meeting.  However this subsequently appeared to have developed an 

intermittent fault which had been drawn to the attention of Balfour Beatty with a 

request that this be dealt with promptly to ensure the effectiveness of the display 

in the High Street. 

  

(j) Wiggs Farm Affordable Housing 

   

Further to Minute No. 121/15, Members were informed that the developers of the 

affordable housing scheme at Wiggs Farm had supplied contact details of a person 

within the company in the event of any problems arising during the construction 

stage.  The Clerk also reported that he had received confirmation that the estate 

would be called Wiggs Close in accordance with the Parish Council’s request. 
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(k) Proposed Wyton Airfield Development 

 

Arising from Minute No. 122/15(b), the Clerk reported that Curtin & Co. had 

invited the Council to be represented by one person at the third stakeholder 

meeting in respect of the proposed development of Wyton Airfield which would 

be held in Huntingdon on 17th December.  As both the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Planning Committee were unavailable, Councillor Mrs Harlock 

had agreed to represent the Council at the meeting.  

 

(l) Shelter at Jubilee Clock Tower 

 

Further to Minute No. 123/15, Councillor Mrs Cole reported that she contacted a 

representative of Chatteris British Legion to discuss the design of the mural in the 

shelter near the Jubilee Clock Tower.  She also advised Members of the 

arrangements that she proposed to make to meet with youngsters in the company 

of Councillor Ms Gifford to gauge their interest in undertake the painting of the 

mural.  

 

The Clerk reported that he would be ordering the floor sealant for the shelter 

shortly which, as a fast cure coating, could be applied on a mild day by the 

Handymen. 

 

(m) East Anglian Air Ambulance 

 

Further to Minute No. 125/15, the Clerk informed Members that the East Anglian 

Air Ambulance had indicated that they would be contacting the Warboys 

Community Primary School to ascertain whether they were interested in a CPR 

training session being provided at the school, 50% of the cost of which would be 

funded by the Parish Council. 

 

 

138/15 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 

Having considered the Minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 26th 

October 2015, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting be received and the recommendation that the 

Council co-opt two persons from the Allotments Association to the Allotments 

Committee be approved. 

 

 

139/15 LEISURE AREAS COMMITTEE 

 

The Clerk drew attention to Minute No. 06/15(a) of the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Leisure Areas Committee held on 26th October 2015.  Members were informed that the 

Council’s insurers had no objection to minor maintenance work being carried out by 

employees and volunteers as long as the Council felt that they were competent to carry 

out the work but that any extensive or specialist work should be carried out by a specialist 

company.  As long as the people carrying out the work were felt to be competent by the 
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Council and followed any manufacturer’s instructions or recommendations, the insurers 

had confirmed that the Council would be covered by the policy. 

 

Under the circumstances, Members confirmed that they had no objection to work of this 

nature being undertaken by the Handymen. 

  

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure Areas Committee held on 26th 

October 2015 be received 

 

 

140/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 9th November 

2015 be received. 

 

 

141/15 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE/ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION  

 

As Chairman of the Allotments Committee, Councillor Parker reported on the amicable 

nature of the meeting with representatives of the Allotments Association on 19th 

November 2015 and it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the notes of the meeting be received. 

 

 

142/15 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

The Clerk pointed out that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee held on 23rd November 2015 contained several recommendations 

for the Council to consider.  The recommendations in Minute No. 09/15 would be dealt 

with in accordance with the item on the Parish Council Budget for 2016/17 later in the 

meeting but the remainder required approval by the Council. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held on 23rd November 2015 be received and the recommendations contained in 

Minute No. 08/15 approved. 

 

(Councillor England arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 

 

143/15 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the statistics on the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website for the 

Warboys and Bury District Ward showed that during the month of November, there had 
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been 27 crimes recorded, including 10 non-dwelling burglaries, 5 cases of criminal 

damage, 1 incident of public disorder, 3 other thefts, 1 vehicle crime and 7 violent crimes.  

There had also been 12 incidents of anti-social behaviour reported. 

 

Members’ attention also was drawn to the well-attended Police liaison meeting that had 

taken place at the Parish Centre on 2nd December at which a number of people had 

volunteered to become members of a local Speedwatch team in Warboys.  

 

The Chairman also referred to an E-Cops bulletin earlier that day regarding a recent 

incident in Somersham when a driver of a van had attempted to lure a young woman into 

his vehicle and she urged Members to warn friends and colleagues of the matter. 

 

 

144/15 WARBOYS LANDFILL SITE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the minutes of the meeting of the Warboys Landfill Liaison Group held on 

22nd September 2015 be received. 

 

 

145/15 FISHING AT THE WEIR 

 

As the water level in The Weir had returned to normal after recent rainfall, Councillor 

Mrs Cole suggested that the prohibition on fishing in the pond be lifted to enable juniors 

of 16 years of age and under to resume fishing.  As some adults from surrounding towns 

had begun to fish at The Weir earlier in the year, Councillor Mrs Cole proposed that 

fishing be restricted to juniors only at this stage, as there were commercial fisheries 

nearby that could be visited by adults if they chose. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that juniors of 16 years of age and under be permitted to resume fishing in The 

Weir and the Clerk requested to arrange for suitable notices to be displayed to this 

effect. 

 

 

146/15 CONNECTIONS BUS PROJECT 

 

The Clerk reminded Members that several of the Connections Bus Project sessions in 

Warboys in the autumn term had been cancelled because of staff shortages but that these 

had resumed with attendances continuing to be over 30 young people each evening.  As a 

result of the cancellations, the cost of the sessions in the current year would be largely 

offset by a grant from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and the residue of the 

funds in the Warboys Youth Action Group account which had now been closed. 

 

Members were informed that the Connections Bus Project had enquired whether the 

Council wished to continue with the sessions in Warboys in 2016/17 at a cost of £267.50 

per session, an increase of 1% compared with the current year.  The Finance and General 
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Purposes Committee had recommended the inclusion of funding in the budget for this 

purpose and the Clerk pointed out that he would be applying for grants towards the cost.  

Although it was thought unlikely that grants would be forthcoming from the County and 

District Councils as in the past, the Clerk advised that he would apply again to the Police 

and Crime Commissioner’s Office and to other potential grant sources. 

 

Members commented on the excellent work undertaken by the staff of the Connections 

Bus and the high attendance levels in Warboys.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Connections Bus Project sessions be retained in Warboys on Friday 

evenings in 2016/17. 

 

 

147/15 PARISH CENTRE ROOF 

 

The Clerk reported that an area of dampness had been observed on an interior wall of the 

Parish Centre.  As a result the company that had undertaken the repair to the workshop 

roof in 2014 had carried out an inspection and discovered that the flat roof over the 

entrance and toilet areas required re-felting and the underlying timber replaced.  

 

Although discussions were taking place with regard to a replacement building, the Clerk 

pointed out that it would be some time before this came to fruition and that the repairs 

would therefore have to be undertaken.  The company had supplied a quotation to 

undertake the work but Members drew attention to a roofing company in Warboys that 

also might be able to submit a quotation.  Councillor Payne also queried the nature of the 

repair to be undertaken and offered to provide advice on what he considered would be 

appropriate. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting and the Clerk 

requested to liaise with Councillor Payne and to attempt to obtain further 

quotations. 

 

 

148/15 SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL 

 

The Clerk drew attention to correspondence from the County Council drawing attention 

to the possible withdrawal of the school crossing patrol service in 2016/17 as part of the 

County Council’s cuts to their budget.  The County Council had enquired whether the 

Parish Council or the local community would be prepared to fund the retention of the 

service at a cost of up to £5,000 per annum if this was provided by that authority.  As an 

alternative, the County Council had offered to manage a locally provided service at a cost 

of £800 per annum which would involve the appointment and payment of staff by the 

Parish Council or the school or the recruitment of a team of volunteers.   
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The Clerk reported that he had spoken to a member of staff at Warboys Community 

Primary School with regard to the issue.  He had been informed that the school were 

unable to fund a continuation of the school crossing patrol in Humberdale Way 

themselves but were considering making representations to the County Council for the 

retention of the service. 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to the list of possible cuts in service by the County 

Council that had been reported at the previous meeting (Minute No. 128/15 refers).  The 

Clerk warned that the Parish Council might be invited by the County Council to fund the 

retention of a number of local services in the ensuing months and that it was difficult to 

judge one proposal in isolation.  County Councillor Tew advised that further information 

on the likely extent of the cuts would become available in January, although a final 

decision would not be made until the budget was approved in February. 

 

Members observed that the lack of information was unhelpful when the Parish Council 

had to consider its own budget and precept for submission to the District Council in 

December.  In the absence of any further information on the cuts likely to be made by the 

County Council, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting. 

 

 

149/15 COUNTY FARMS ESTATE 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to an invitation from the County Council to comment on a 

review of the County Farms Estate in which they were inviting views as to the 

importance and value of the estate and how it should be managed in the future.  A copy of 

the survey that was being undertaken had been circulated to all Members. 

 

Councillor Mrs Harlock commented on the size of the County Farms Estate which was 

the largest land owner in the Parish of Warboys and she referred to the importance of its 

role in providing an opportunity for people to become farmers.  She expressed the view 

that the estate should be retained in its present format.  As a farmer himself, Councillor 

England suggested that the survey was weighted towards the outcome that the County 

Council hoped to obtain and he cautioned against completing the survey. 

 

However after a vote had been taken, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that, following liaison with Councillor Mrs Harlock, the Clerk be authorised to 

respond to the survey on the Parish Council’s behalf to express support for the 

work and value of the County Farms Estate. 

 

 

150/15 PLANNING CONSULTATION 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a notification from the District Council that they 

proposed to cease supplying copies of planning applications in paper format for 
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consultation with effect from April 2016.  A report was submitted by the Clerk (a copy of 

which had been circulated) drawing attention to the options available to enable the Parish 

Council to deal with the presentation of information at future Planning Committee 

meetings.   

 

In view of the size of the documentation accompanying some applications and the fact 

that plans could only be printed on an A4 size, it was suggested that it would be 

impractical for the information to be printed off by the Clerk.  The alternative was for the 

display of the information on a laptop and projector and a number of options were 

suggested by Members.  In view of the cost of purchasing the necessary equipment, 

Councillor Ms Gifford offered to loan a laptop and projector to the Council on a trial 

basis to enable documentation and plans to be considered electronically by the Planning 

Committee. 

 

 

151/15   DEPOSIT OF FUNDS 

 

A report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated) on the 

potential deposit of money in the Public Sector Deposit Fund managed by CCLA to 

generate more income from higher interest rates. 

 

Members were reminded that the Council’s reserves were deposited in National Savings 

Income Bonds and the Cambridge and Counties Bank.  However the current account with 

the Co-operative Bank was used for all day-to-day expenditure and, depending on the 

timing of the payment of the half yearly precept, grant income and VAT refunds, could 

have in excess of £60,000 invested with a very low rate of interest.  In comparison, the 

rate currently offered by CCLA was 0.46% with an ability for money to be transferred on 

a same day basis following receipt of an e-mail to the Council’s current account for the 

issue of cheques.  The Clerk reported that the fund was AAA rated by Fitch Ratings and 

complied with the Council's Investment Strategy.   

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that an account be opened with the Public Sector Deposit Fund managed by 

CCLA and money transferred to the account from the Council’s current bank 

account. 

 

 

152/15 PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 2016/17 

 

Members considered the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee arising from its meeting held on 23rd November 2015 (Minute No. 09/15 

refers) in relation to the budget and precept for 2016/17.  Copies of the proposed budget, 

amended to incorporate the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee had been circulated to all Members.   

 

A further report by the Clerk also was circulated summarising the impact of the potential 

expenditure that had arisen since the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting 

and which had been reported earlier in the meeting.   
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Members were informed that information also subsequently had become available on the 

Council Tax base for Warboys in 2016/17.  The base for Warboys had risen to 1,327 

from 1,296, as a result of which the precept of £95,000 recommended by the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee would require a Band D council tax of £71.59 rather than 

£73.30, a rise of 3.1% as opposed to 5.5%.  Members discussed whether the increase 

should be retained at 5.5% in view of the potential for further expenditure to offset cuts 

by the County Council and other potential expenditure referred to earlier in the meeting.  

After a vote had been taken it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the budget submitted be approved and a Council Tax precept set of £97,200 

for 2016/17, representing a Band D increase of 5.5%. 

 

 

153/15   CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Members noted the following items of correspondence that had been received since the 

previous meeting:- 

 

(a) Field Work 

 

Winter 2015 edition published by CPRE 

 

(b) Countryside Voice 

 

Winter 2015 edition published by CPRE 

 

(c) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

November 2015 edition 

 

(d) Bulletin 

 

November 2015 edition published by the War Memorials Trust 

 

(e) The Clerk 

 

November 2015 edition published by SLCC 

 

 

154/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, a question had been raised regarding fly posting in the village which District 

Councillor Bucknell had undertaken to investigate.  A question had also been raised 

about the condition of Newmans Stores and District Councillor Curtis had reported that 

progress was being made by the Planning Division with the owner of the building. 
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155/15 ACCOUNTS 

 

(Councillor England declared a disclosable pecuniary interest as the supplier of one of the 

invoices for payment.) 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Parker, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – November 2015    998.12  

                                                 

W E Batterbee  Salary – November 2015            1,030.64 

 

R Edwards  Salary – November 2015    400.40 

           

R Reeves  Salary – November 2015    878.99 

                            

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – November 2015      

      1,008.46                       

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre      221.36 

    (paid by direct debit) 

  

R Reeves  Petty cash        25.00 

 

Caloo Ltd.  Replacement nest swing    898.80 

 

CPRE   Annual subscription       36.00 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – printer cartridge     38.50 

 

Mrs R Edwards Padlocks        26.95 

 

G W England & Son Roundup      108.00 

 

Balfour Beatty  Alterations to lighting columns for Christmas        1,300.42 

Living Places Ltd. lighting 

 

Huntingdonshire DBS check for W E Batterbee                44.00 

District Council 

 

Society of Local Annual subscription for membership of Clerk 167.00 

Council Clerks 

 

Greenbarnes Ltd 2 x notice boards             2,502.31 
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Morelock Signs Additional traffic signs for Christmas Lights    86.23 

   switch-on road closure 

 

Merlin Lighting  Installation and dismantling of Christmas lighting 570.00 

(Installations) Ltd. 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    144.42 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    130.21 

 

EDGE IT   Planning software system annual charge  156.00 

Systems Ltd. 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection - January          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - January       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  January      30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Broadband charge – Quarter from January      64.76 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      51.14 

 

Essential Ponds Siltex application at The Weir   291.25 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – Phone calls      45.57 

 

R Reeves  Mileage claim        40.50 

 

 Cambridgeshire  Annual subscription       54.00 

ACRE 

 

Merlin Lighting  Credit note       -48.00 

(Installations) Ltd. 

 

 

156/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for November 2015 and the list of 

Parish Centre bookings for that month. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


